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Abstract:

The main objectives of the study are to find out the different Inter-University Centres (IUC) supporting by the
MHRD for providing advanced centralized facilities, services to the teaching and researchers community. They
provide state-of-the-art equipment and excellent library facilities which are comparable to international
standards. The author identifies the seven IUC centres and their main objectives, activities, facilities, and
services for the different disciplines. The main objectives of the study are to find out the major role of the
centres in the higher education system and their objectives, services, projects, and other activities. The author
also highlights the discipline wise support for the end-user through these centres and providing better HRM
support also. The main aim of the article is to identify the status of all the Inter-University Centres in support of
their other facilities' services and activities.
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l. INTRODUCTION
The IUCs are set up by the University Grants Commission (UGC) of India with the support of MHRD.
It has been established with the goal and achievement of addressing the needs of the Higher Education System
through the powerful medium of emerging Information Communication Technology (ICT). There are many
institutions/organisations provide better outputs, but the IUCs are the role of higher education institutions that
provide better services to their end-users. The same way in this article author focuses on seven important tables
focus on seven IUCs status, objectives, functions, activities, projects, services, and other relevant achievements.

1. LITERATURE REVIEW

Chaudhary & Chaudhary (2019) focus on the challenges of interdisciplinary studies in higher
education. They identify the knowledge economy requires an adept workforce and cadre of leaders to help
address the many challenges and needs facing companies, governments, and societies worldwide. Many of the
challenges they face today are new and there will undoubtedly be others that arise in the future that will require
innovative approaches and solutions to overcome them. It also highlights how central ID solutions are in helping
to address some of the most complex needs and challenges in higher education today, including how best to
prepare higher education graduates for future employment and leadership positions.

Akhter (2018) published a study called, “Association of Indian Universities (AlU) and its Role in
Higher Education.” It is mainly concerned with the recognition of UGC recognized by the Degrees/Diplomas
awarded by the Universities in India. The main objective of the AlU is to protect and promote the interest of
universities and facilitate university activities especially sharing of the information and increasing cooperation
in the field of culture, sports, and allied areas. It helps the universities in mutual recognition of degrees. AlU
manages its routine activities through several functional divisions in the AIU secretariat viz, administration,
finance, evaluation, research, student information services, sports division, library, documentation centre,
publication, and sales division.

Sheikhs (2017) identify the strength and weakness of the higher education system and its India position
in the worlds. The author also highlights some challenges, opportunities, and Suggestions Improving the System
of Higher Education.

Mallick (2013) points out on their article entitled “A Comparative Study: Higher Education and
Research in India” that the Institutional Framework for the Higher Education System of especially Central,
State, Deemed Universities and other educational institutions like Institutions for National Importance, UGC,
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AICTE, Accreditation of Academic Institutions and Programs, The Association of Indian Universities, CSIR
centres, and research institutions like ICAR, ICMR, ICSSR, etc.

Gupta (2012) in a study entitled “Roadmap for educational innovation in institutions of higher learning:
Towards inter-university centre for innovation” showed that the roadmap for educational innovations looks at
the initiatives taken at the level of students and faculty. The bureaucratic structures have sapped a lot of energy
of the students as well as faculty. A proposal for establishing an inter-university centre on innovation is made to
operational various suggestions.

A study entitled, “Final Evaluation of the IUC partner programme with the IUC Programme
Institutional University Cooperation University of Nairobi (UoN), Kenya” by Nooijer & Abagi (2009) showed
that the Flemish and UoN coordinators have played a vital role in programme implementation and their efforts
have been crucial for its realizations. This was realized that the activities in the field of Ph.D. training (28
people), M.Sc. training (30 people), technical and administrative, staff, training-cum-awareness, distance
education (200 people), ICT, etc. Particular attention was furthermore paid to stimulating (joint) research, inter
alia by making funds to allow participation of UoN staff in national and international research seminars. The
support provided under the 1UC has contributed to a total of 43 publications in international and national
journals, 43 papers that were incorporated into international conference proceedings, and 6 for conferences
organized under the auspices of the IUC Programme.

I1l.  OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of the study are as follows;
- to find out the objectives and functions of IUCs of UGC
- to analyze the various types of project and services offered by IUCs of UGC
- to find out the contributions and activities of IUCs of UGC
- to identify the discipline and specialization of IUCs for providing better services to the end-users.
- to explore the Human Resource Development Programmes conducted by the IUCs of UGC

V. METHODOLOGY
The MHRD supported seven UGC Inter-University centres play an important role in their specific field
to provide better results. Table 1 shows that the seven Websites of 1UCs, base on these URLs the author
systematically search, retrieve e-resources, and gray literature for this study. The information was gathered from
the websites of the seven IUCs of UGC from July to December 2021. This study also aims to analyze
implemented IUCs facilities, services, and activities.

Table — 1: URL of IUC

SI.No. Name of IUC URL
1 Consortium for Educational Communication http://cec.nic.in/
2 Information and Library Network Centre https://www.inflibnet.ac.in/
3 Inter-University Accelerator Centre https://www.iuac.res.in/
4 Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astro-Physics https://www.iucaa.in/
5 Inter-University Centre for Teacher Education http://iuctebhu.org/
6 National Assessment and Accreditation Council http://www.naac.gov.in/
7 Consortium for Scientific Research (Dept. of Atomic Energy http://www.csr.res.in/
V. RESULTS

The IUC and the following centres were recognized by the UGC to give research facilities to all
universities that lacked the necessary infrastructure and investment to do so on their own. The first IUC was
established by the UGC in 1984. The Center's main goal is to create world-class accelerator-based research
centres within the university system. It aims to formulate common research programmes of research and
development in collaboration with universities, national importance centres, and other research institutions.
Table 2 indicates that the majority of the IUCs were set up in the year 1990s except for IUCTE, which was
started in the year 2016. IUAC, one of the oldest centres, was founded in 1984.

Table — 2: Seven IUCs in India

Sl.No. Name of IUC Emblem Place Started Year
1 CEC 0K New Delhi 1003
.7 i
2 INFLIBNET I - Gandhinagar 1991
INFLIBNET
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All the seven IUC centres have their primary objectives based on the discipline/subject allotted by the
MHRD/UGC. The Table 1 shows that the seven ICU centres and its year of establishment. The INFLIBNET

3 IUAC New Delhi 1984

4 IUCAA Pune 1988

5 IUCTE Varanasi 2016

6 NAAC Bangalore 1994

7 UGC-DAE " Indore 1990
0@

Centre was started in the year 1991 and in the year 2016, the IUCTE Center was established.

Table — 3: Objectives of IUCs

SI.No. Name of IUC Main Obijective

1 CEC Higher Education through the use of a powerful medium of Television along with the
appropriate use of emerging ICT

2 INFLIBNET Modernization of library, serves and access of information, supporting scholarships and
learning and academic pursuits through a National Network of Libraries in around
Universities, Colleges, and R&D Institutions across the country.

3 IUAC World-class facilities for accelerator-based research

4 IUCAA Help initiate and nurture, research and developmental activities in Astronomy and
Astrophysics in the University sector

5 IUCTE Providing services and programs for a group of universities and institutions.

6 NAAC Evaluating the performance of the Universities and Colleges in the Country.

7 UGC-DAE Developing competence and promoting research in front line areas of science and
technology

Table 3 highlights that the main objectives and functions of the centres based on the MHRD guidelines.
The center has main subject areas like Education, Library and Information Science, Accelerator- Nuclear
Science, Astronomy and Astrophysics, Teacher Education, National Assessment and Accreditation and Atomic
Energy, etc. Especially, the INFLIBNET Centre is one of the information dissemination centres for all
disciplines. Besides, some centres also support other disciplines. For example, INFLIBNET centre provides
training, software development, and other activities to the multiple disciplines.

Table — 4: Subject Specializations

Sl.No. Name of IUC Discipline / Specialization
1 CEC Higher Education through Television along with appropriate use of ICT
2 INFLIBNET Library and Information Science
3 IUAC Nuclear Physics, Materials Science, Atomic Physics, Radiation Biology, Radiation
Physics, and Accelerator Mass Spectrometry
4 IUCAA Astronomy and Astrophysics
5 IUCTE Teacher Education.
6 NAAC Assessment and Accreditation of Higher Educational Institutions
7 UGC-DAE Atomic Energy - Consortium for Scientific Research

For the better access and services, the identification of the subject area is very important. Table 4
focuses on the different disciplines of the centres along with their main objectives. The objectives based on
MHRD and UGC support may be extended depending on ICT trend innovation. INFLIBNET, as the Library and
Information Science, is a centre to provide better services to all the subject discipline.

Table — 5: Projects, Facilities and Services of IUCs

SI.No. Name of IUC Facilities Services Projects
1 CEC v v v
2 INFLIBNET v v 4
3 IUAC v v v
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4 IUCAA v v v
5 IUCTE v v v
6 NAAC v v v
7 UGC-DAE v v v

Table 5 focuses on how the seven Inter-University Centres manage, projects, infrastructure, and
services in order to deliver better services to its users. All seven IUCs provide diverse services and facilities to
end users based on their topic areas of specialization, as well as running unique projects on their subject areas of
specialization.

HRM is a very important part in all the fields while providing better services to the end-users. Table 6
provides important HRM-related programmes like research, training, conference, and workshops, etc. Here
IUAC, IUACC, and UGC-DAE have research activities, INFLIBNET Centre, IUCTE, and NAAC organizing
conferences and workshops. IT also identify that CEC is conducting only training programmes.

Table — 6: Activities of IlUCs

SI.No. Name of IUC Research Conference Workshop Training
1 CEC X X X v
2 INFLIBNET X v v v
3 IUAC v X X v
4 IUCAA v X X v
5 IUCTE X v v v
6 NAAC X v v v
7 UGC-DAE v X v v

Publications are essential to identify the outcome of Inter-University centres. Table 7 shows the status
of publications like newsletters, annual reports, and journals. Both CEC and IUCAA publish all three categories
of publications, but INFLIBNET, IUAC, IUCTE, NAAC, and UGC-DAE does not publish journal publications.

Table — 7: Publications

Sl.No. Name of IUC Newsletter Annual Reports Journals
1 CEC v/ v vV
2 INFLIBNET v % X
3 IUAC % % X
4 IUCAA v/ v vV
5 IUCTE % % X
6 NAAC % % X
7 UGC-DAE % % X

VI. CONCLUSION

All the seven centres have their own subject specialization by order of UGC. The main aim of the
articles is to find out the seven IUCs active position in their specialized subject. These IUCs are set up to
provide research facilities that do not have the necessary infrastructure. The IUCs established by the UGC have
to prove common facilities of research in all the universities. Use of these IUCs facilities by the university
faculties and researchers may kindly be engaged to enable them to work and participate in the activities of the
centre. IUCs of UGC have been setting up autonomous centre establish to provide common facilities for faculty,
services, and programmes to the universities for faculties and researchers. The main focus of the IUCs is to
provide dynamic and vibrant platforms for academicians from India. Based on this study the IUCs are working
well on their main objectives to provide better facilities services and projects.
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