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R @ ITgAR: (2000 — 2001) Democratic decentralisation can be defined as meaningful
authority devolved to local units of governance that are accessible and accountable to the local
citizenry, who enjoy full political rights and liberty. It thus differs from the vast majority of earlier
efforts at decentralization in developing areas, which go back to the 1950, and which were largely
initiatives in public administration without any serious democratic component.
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@RR (2000—25) 7 ®&T § “Increased representation offices significant benefits in itselfs’” Participation
in local, democratically selected bodies can lead to improvements in self identify and worth, which
can help breakdown customs of inequality and discrimination.
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®Heh Ud WIRFF (2001:52) -1 A= Qe & JolicdIs oeadd 9 I8 sy et The Nation
that there is a predictable on general link between decentralisation of Government and the
development of more 'propoor’ policies on poverty alleviating out comes clearly lacks any convincing
evidences Those who advocate decentralisation on these grounds, at least, should be more cautious,
which is not to say that there are not other important benefits, particulars in the fields of participation
and empowerment.
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(1993) f& ‘'Societies with high levels of social capital (defined in terms of norms of trust and
reciprocity and networks of engagements will organise to demand better government.
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