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(EVOLUTION OF THE CONCEPT OF ELITE AND IT’S MEANING)
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“However much one may try to be democratic in one’s political system, there is a strong element of
oligarchy in every organization...... The people may think that they may participate in the political
process but in reality, so the argument runs their influence is largely confined to elections. At the centre
of power, there is in being a social elite, which wields considerable influence.

-Douglas V. Verney : An Analysis of Political Sysytems.
Dr. B.L. Fadia & Dr. Pukhraj Jain, Modern Political Theory, p-161.

H.D. Lasswell in Lasswell and Learner edited “World Revolutionary Elites, Studies in coercive
Ideological Movement, p.4.

“The political elite comprises the power holders of a body politic. The power holders include the
leadership the social formations from which leaders typically come, and to which accountability is
maintained during a given period.”

-H.D. Lasswell in Lasswell Learner and Rothwellis.,

The Comparative Study of Politics.”.

“We may define the power elite in terms of the means of power as those who occupy the command
posts.”

-Wright Mills Quoted from J.H. Meisel’s The Myth of the Ruling Class, p.23.
T.B. Bottomore : Elites and Society; Penguin Books (1964).

Douglas V. Verney : An Analysis of Political Sysytems, p. 161.

“From the hour of their birth, someare marked out for subjection and some for command”.
-Aristotle

Dr. B.L. Fadia & Dr. Pukhraj Jain, Modern Political Theory, p-165.
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