International Journal of Humanities and Social Science Invention (IJHSSI)
ISSN (Online): 2319 — 7722, ISSN (Print): 2319 — 7714
www.ijhssi.org ||Volume 13 Issue 11 || November 2024 || PP. 138-145

Negotiating Identity and Memory in Geetanjali Shree’s
Tomb of Sand: A Cultural Representational Study
Prachishri Mishra, Rohit Kant Mishra

Assistant professor, Siksha o Anusandhan Deemed to be University.
Assistant professor, Talcher Autonomous College

Abstract

This paper examines the interrelated themes of identity, memory, and the search for belonging in Geetanjali
Shree’s Tomb of Sand. Situated within the socio-historical context of postcolonial and post-Partition India, the
novel foregrounds the fragmented nature of selfhood shaped by trauma, displacement, and cultural transition.
The central protagonist, Ma, emerges as a significant figure whose journey of self-discovery challenges
conventional constructions of gender, age, and social identity. Her transformation reflects not merely an
individual process of self-realization but also a broader collective attempt to negotiate identity in the aftermath
of Partition and its enduring psychological and cultural consequences. The narrative critically engages with
questions of borders, memory, and nationhood, particularly through Ma’s symbolic crossing of the India—
Pakistan border, which functions as both a geographical and metaphorical movement toward recovering lost
roots and rearticulating belonging. The novel further explores the dynamics of intergenerational identity by
examining how historical trauma and cultural memory are transmitted across generations, shaping personal and
collective consciousness. By destabilizing rigid binaries of nation, gender, and identity, Tomb of Sand presents
identity as fluid, performative, and continuously evolving. Employing the theoretical perspectives of identity
studies and representational cultural theory, this study analyzes how the novel interrogates dominant cultural
narratives and reconstructs alternative modes of selfhood and representation. The paper specifically focuses on
four major aspects of the text: the reclamation of identity, the search for roots in the context of Partition, the
construction of intergenerational identity, and the symbolic significance of borders as sites of negotiation and
self-discovery. Through this analysis, the study highlights the novel’s contribution to contemporary discussions
on memory, migration, gender, and postcolonial identity.
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I.  Introduction

Literature emerging from postcolonial societies frequently engages with questions of identity,
displacement, memory, and belonging. In the South Asian context, the Partition of India in 1947 remains one of
the most significant historical events that continues to shape literary representations of trauma, migration, and
fractured identities. The violence and displacement caused by Partition not only altered political boundaries but
also disrupted personal histories, cultural affiliations, and collective memories. Consequently, contemporary
Indian literature often revisits Partition as a site of negotiation where individuals attempt to reconstruct identities
fragmented by history and social transformation. Geetanjali Shree’s Tomb of Sand (Ret Samadhi), translated into
English by Daisy Rockwell, occupies a crucial position within this literary tradition by exploring the intersections
of identity, memory, gender, and nationhood through an unconventional narrative structure and deeply symbolic
characterization.

Tomb of Sand received international recognition after becoming the first Hindi novel to win the
International Booker Prize in 2022. The novel presents a layered exploration of identity through the journey of its
eighty-year-old protagonist, Ma, whose transformation following her husband’s death initiates a process of self-
discovery and resistance against patriarchal and social constraints. At the beginning of the novel, Ma appears
emotionally withdrawn and detached from the world around her; however, her gradual emergence from isolation
symbolizes a rebirth of consciousness and agency. Her personal transformation becomes deeply intertwined with
broader historical and cultural realities, particularly the unresolved trauma of Partition and the enduring impact of
borders on human relationships and identities.

Identity in postcolonial literature is often represented as fluid, fragmented, and continuously negotiated
rather than fixed or stable. Stuart Hall argues that cultural identity should be understood “not as an essence but as
a positioning” (Hall 225). This perspective becomes particularly relevant in Tomb of Sand, where identity is
shaped through memory, migration, language, and cultural interaction. Ma’s journey across the India—Pakistan
border represents more than a geographical movement; it signifies a symbolic return to a forgotten past and an
attempt to reconnect with suppressed memories and lost emotional roots. Her crossing destabilizes rigid notions
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of nationality and belonging, emphasizing the permeability of borders and the continuity of shared cultural
histories despite political divisions.

The novel also foregrounds the relationship between gender and identity. In many patriarchal societies,
women’s identities are often defined through familial and social roles that restrict personal autonomy and self-
expression. Simone de Beauvoir observes that woman has historically been constructed as the “Other” within
patriarchal discourse (Beauvoir 26). Shree’s narrative challenges such constructions by portraying Ma as a figure
who resists passive old age and prescribed femininity. Her transformation disrupts conventional assumptions
regarding aging, motherhood, and womanhood, thereby presenting identity as dynamic and self-fashioned.
Through Ma’s evolving consciousness, the novel critiques social expectations imposed upon women and
reimagines the possibilities of female agency in later life.

Another important dimension of the novel is its engagement with memory and intergenerational identity.
Partition literature often emphasizes how trauma transcends generations and shapes collective consciousness.
Marianne Hirsch’s concept of “postmemory” explains how later generations inherit and internalize memories of
historical trauma despite not experiencing the events directly (Hirsch 5). In Tomb of Sand, memories of Partition
continue to influence relationships, emotional experiences, and perceptions of selfhood among different
generations. The interactions between Ma, her daughter, and other characters reveal how identity is constructed
through inherited histories, silences, and cultural memory. The novel therefore demonstrates that personal identity
cannot be separated from historical experience and collective remembrance.

Borders function as a major symbolic motif throughout the narrative. The India—Pakistan border, while
politically significant, is portrayed as an artificial division that disrupts human continuity and shared cultural
belonging. Homi K. Bhabha argues that cultural identity emerges within “in-between” spaces where negotiation
and hybridity become possible (Bhabha 56). Ma’s journey across the border reflects this liminal condition, as she
inhabits multiple identities shaped by memory, displacement, and cultural hybridity. The border in the novel thus
becomes both a site of trauma and a space of self-discovery where fixed categories of nation, religion, and identity
are questioned and redefined.

Furthermore, the narrative style of Tomb of Sand contributes significantly to its thematic concerns. The
novel employs fragmented storytelling, symbolism, linguistic experimentation, and non-linear narration to reflect
the instability and multiplicity of identity itself. Language in the text becomes a medium through which memories
are reconstructed and cultural histories are preserved. The blending of humor, irony, and philosophical reflection
enables the novel to address traumatic historical realities while simultaneously celebrating resilience and
transformation. Through this stylistic complexity, Shree redefines conventional modes of storytelling associated
with Partition narratives and women’s writing.

This study examines Tomb of Sand through the theoretical frameworks of identity studies and
representational cultural theory. Identity theory provides a critical understanding of how individual and collective
identities are constructed through social, historical, and cultural processes, while representational cultural theory
investigates the ways literature reflects and reshapes cultural meanings and power structures. By applying these
frameworks, the paper analyzes how the novel interrogates dominant narratives of nationhood, gender, memory,
and belonging.

The study specifically focuses on four interconnected aspects of the text: the reclaiming of identity, the
quest for roots through the memory of Partition, the construction of intergenerational identity, and the symbolic
significance of borders as spaces of negotiation and self-discovery. Through this analysis, the paper seeks to
demonstrate how Tomb of Sand re-imagines identity as fluid and evolving while offering a profound critique of
social divisions and historical boundaries. Ultimately, the novel emerges as a powerful exploration of memory,
resilience, and human interconnectedness within the broader context of postcolonial South Asian literature.

Rationale
This article seeks to illuminate four central elements of the novel: the reclaiming of identity, the quest for roots
through Partition, intergenerational identity, and the exploration of borders as symbols of self-discovery.

Objective
1. To examine the reclaiming of identity in the context of post-colonial, post-Partition India
2. To analyze the quest for roots and the symbolism of borders in shaping identity

Theoretical frame work

The cultural representational approach within cultural theory focuses on how meaning is created and
communicated through cultural representations. This theory examines how language, symbols, images, and
narratives are used to convey ideas, values, and identities within a society. It is rooted in the understanding that
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culture is not merely a set of customs or practices, but also a system of representations through which individuals
and groups make sense of their world.

Key aspects of the cultural representational approach include:

Construction of Meaning:

Meaning is not inherent but constructed through cultural practices, symbols, and representations. What something
means is shaped by how it is depicted in language, media, art, and social interactions.

Role of Power and Ideology:

Representations are influenced by power dynamics and ideologies within a society. Certain groups may control
how others are represented, reinforcing dominantnarratives and marginalizing alternative perspectives.

Identity and Subjectivity: This approach explores how individuals and groups form their identities through cultural
representations. It acknowledges that identity is fluid, shaped by theway people are represented in cultural
narratives, media, and discourse.

Cultural Representation and Reality:

There is a distinction between how something is represented and the reality it reflects. Cultural representations
can often create stereotypes, misinterpretations, or idealizations of real people, places, or events.

This approach is influenced by scholars like Stuart Hall, who argued that representation is a key site where
meanings are contested, and through this process, cultural identities are shaped and reshaped over time. Cultural
representations are thus central to the construction of knowledge, identity, and power relations within a society.

II.  Review of Literature

Geetanjali Shree’s Tomb of Sand has emerged as a significant contribution to contemporary Indian
literature due to its exploration of identity, memory, gender, borders, and cultural representation. The novel has
attracted critical attention for its experimental narrative style and its engagement with the socio-political realities
of post-Partition India. Scholars have particularly examined the text through the frameworks of postcolonialism,
feminism, trauma studies, and cultural theory. Within the framework of cultural representational theory, the novel
becomes an important site for examining how identities, memories, and social realities are constructed and
negotiated through language, symbols, and narratives. Existing scholarship demonstrates that Tomb of Sand
challenges dominant cultural representations by foregrounding marginalized voices, especially those of elderly
women, displaced individuals, and communities affected by Partition.

One major area of scholarly discussion surrounding Tomb of Sand concerns the representation of identity
as fluid and evolving. Stuart Hall argues that identity is not fixed but continuously produced through representation
and cultural discourse (Hall 225). This theoretical perspective is highly relevant to Shree’s narrative, where
identity emerges as fragmented, performative, and relational rather than stable. Critics observe that the
protagonist, Ma, undergoes a symbolic rebirth after the death of her husband, rejecting socially imposed roles
associated with widowhood and aging. Through her transformation, the novel destabilizes conventional
representations of elderly women in Indian society. Instead of portraying old age as passive or socially irrelevant,
Shree represents Ma as an active subject engaged in self-discovery and resistance. Scholars suggest that this
reconfiguration of female identity disrupts patriarchal narratives that traditionally confine women within domestic
and familial boundaries.

The representation of gender and womanhood has therefore become a central concern in critical studies
of the novel. Feminist scholars have argued that Shree challenges dominant cultural ideologies by presenting
female identity as dynamic and self-constructed. Simone de Beauvoir’s assertion that women are historically
positioned as the “Other” within patriarchal systems (Beauvoir 26) resonates strongly within the text. Critics note
that Ma’s actions question the social expectations imposed upon women regarding age, sexuality, and obedience.
Her refusal to conform to conventional norms represents a symbolic act of reclaiming agency and subjectivity.
Moreover, the novel’s emphasis on bodily freedom and emotional autonomy reflects broader feminist concerns
regarding representation and selfhood. Scholars have further pointed out that Shree employs humor, irony, and
linguistic playfulness to subvert patriarchal structures and challenge stereotypical depictions of women in Indian
literature.

Another significant area of literary scholarship focuses on the representation of Partition and cultural
memory in Tomb of Sand. Partition literature in South Asia often portrays trauma, displacement, and loss as
defining elements of identity formation. However, Shree’s treatment of Partition differs from traditional narratives
centered solely on violence and nationalism. Critics argue that the novel emphasizes emotional memory and
human continuity rather than political division. The India—Pakistan border functions not only as a geopolitical
boundary but also as a symbolic representation of fractured identities and interrupted histories. Homi K. Bhabha’s
concept of hybridity and the “in-between” space becomes relevant here, as characters negotiate identities shaped
by multiple cultural and historical affiliations (Bhabha 56). Ma’s journey across the border signifies an attempt to
reconnect with forgotten histories and lost emotional roots, thereby challenging rigid notions of nationhood and
belonging.
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Scholars have also explored how the novel represents memory as a cultural and intergenerational process.
Marianne Hirsch’s theory of post-memory explains how traumatic histories are transmitted across generations
through stories, images, and cultural practices (Hirsch 5). In Tomb of Sand, memories of Partition continue to
influence familial relationships and personal identities, even among those who did not directly experience the
historical event. Researchers observe that the novel portrays memory as fragmented and nonlinear, reflecting the
psychological complexities of trauma. Through conversations, silences, and recurring symbols, Shree
demonstrates how cultural identities are shaped by inherited memories and collective histories. The representation
of intergenerational relationships further highlights the tension between tradition and modernity, emphasizing the
evolving nature of identity in contemporary Indian society.

The novel’s narrative structure and language have also received substantial critical attention. Scholars
note that Tomb of Sand employs a highly experimental style characterized by fragmented narration, shifting
perspectives, and linguistic hybridity. This stylistic innovation reflects the instability of identity and the
multiplicity of cultural experiences represented in the text. Critics argue that language itself becomes a site of
representation where meaning is constantly negotiated and reconstructed. The translation of the novel by Daisy
Rockwell has additionally generated discussions regarding cross-cultural representation and the global circulation
of Indian literary narratives. Researchers suggest that the novel’s multilingual and symbolic language challenges
conventional modes of storytelling and expands the possibilities of representing marginalized experiences in
literature.

Within the framework of cultural representational theory, scholars have further examined how the novel
critiques dominant ideological structures. Representation, according to Stuart Hall, is deeply connected to systems
of power that shape social knowledge and cultural meaning (Hall 223). In Tomb of Sand, Shree resists hegemonic
representations of borders, gender, and identity by foregrounding alternative narratives rooted in memory,
emotion, and lived experience. The novel exposes the limitations of rigid binaries such as male/female,
India/Pakistan, and tradition/modernity. Instead, it presents identity as negotiated through cultural interaction and
personal transformation. Critics argue that this approach allows the novel to challenge stereotypes and recover
silenced histories that are often excluded from mainstream historical discourse.

Despite the growing body of scholarship on Tomb of Sand, there remains limited research examining the
novel specifically through the lens of cultural representational theory. Much of the existing criticism focuses
primarily on feminism, trauma, or postcolonial identity without fully exploring how representation itself
constructs and reshapes cultural meanings within the narrative. This study seeks to address this gap by analyzing
how Shree uses cultural symbols, narratives, and representations to interrogate identity, memory, and belonging.
By applying the theoretical insights of Stuart Hall and other cultural theorists, the paper aims to demonstrate that
Tomb of Sand is not merely a narrative about Partition or womanhood but also a profound exploration of how
cultural representations shape human consciousness and social realities.

Analysis

Geetanjali Shree’s Tomb of Sand (Ret Samadhi), translated into English by Daisy Rockwell and awarded
the 2022 International Booker Prize, is a significant contribution to contemporary Indian literature that interrogates
questions of identity, memory, gender, borders, and cultural belonging. Set against the socio-historical backdrop
of post-Partition India, the novel narrates the transformative journey of Ma, an eighty-year-old widow who, after
the death of her husband, gradually emerges from emotional withdrawal and embarks on a journey to Pakistan in
search of her forgotten past. Her movement across geographical borders simultaneously becomes a psychological,
emotional, and existential journey toward reclaiming a fragmented identity. Through Ma’s experiences, the novel
critically examines how identity is shaped through cultural interactions, historical trauma, and social expectations.
Shree presents identity not as fixed or singular but as fluid, layered, and continuously reconstructed through
memory, relationships, and lived experiences.

Ma'’s search for identity forms the central thematic concern of the novel. Initially confined within the rigid
structures of domesticity and widowhood, she appears disconnected from herself and her surroundings. Her
silence and withdrawal after her husband’s death symbolize not merely grief but also the suppression of
individuality imposed upon women in patriarchal society. However, as the narrative progresses, Ma begins to
resist these imposed definitions and gradually reconstructs her sense of self. Her journey toward Pakistan becomes
symbolic of her attempt to reconnect with lost memories, unresolved emotions, and erased aspects of her identity.
In this context, the novel explores how identity is deeply influenced by cultural history and personal memory,
particularly within societies shaped by colonialism and Partition.

Cultural Identity and the Partition of India

The Partition of India in 1947 functions as a foundational historical framework in Tomb of Sand. The
novel portrays Partition not merely as a political event but as a deeply traumatic cultural rupture that fragmented
identities, relationships, and collective memory. For Ma, Partition represents an unresolved wound that continues
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to shape her consciousness decades later. Her memories of pre-Partition life reveal a cultural world that once
transcended religious and national divisions. The creation of borders between India and Pakistan disrupted these
shared histories, forcing individuals to negotiate new identities defined by nationality, religion, and displacement.
Ma’s journey to Pakistan symbolizes her desire to recover a lost sense of belonging and reconnect with a past
interrupted by historical violence. Her search for roots reflects the experience of an entire generation displaced by
Partition and compelled to reconstruct their identities within newly formed political realities. Through Ma’s
recollections and emotional encounters, the novel highlights the enduring psychological consequences of
displacement and cultural fragmentation. Identity in the novel is therefore inseparable from memory and history.

Shree further demonstrates that Partition continues to shape contemporary identities through inherited
trauma and intergenerational memory. Even younger generations who did not directly experience Partition remain
influenced by its narratives and silences. The novel critiques rigid nationalistic ideologies by emphasizing shared
cultural histories and emotional continuity across borders. In doing so, Tomb of Sand challenges binary
constructions of nationhood and presents identity as a complex negotiation between past and present, memory and
history, belonging and displacement.

Cultural Fluidity and Border-Crossing

The motif of the border occupies a central symbolic position in the novel. Borders in Tomb of Sand are
not limited to geographical divisions; they also represent boundaries related to gender, culture, memory, language,
and identity. Ma’s physical crossing into Pakistan signifies a deeper psychological crossing in which she confronts
suppressed memories and reclaims parts of herself that had long remained silenced.

The novel represents borders as artificial constructs that separate people despite their shared cultural and
emotional histories. Ma’s journey destabilizes rigid definitions of identity rooted in nationality and religion.
Instead of viewing identity as fixed within a singular cultural framework, the narrative suggests that identity is
shaped through continuous interaction with multiple cultural spaces. Ma’s return to Pakistan is therefore not
simply a nostalgic revisit to the past but an act of reclaiming agency over her fragmented identity.

The fluidity of identity is further emphasized through the novel’s narrative structure and symbolism. The
movement between memories, dreams, and present realities reflects the unstable and evolving nature of selfhood.
Through cross-cultural interactions, Ma develops a more inclusive understanding of identity that transcends
political and social boundaries. Her experiences illustrate that identity cannot be confined within rigid categories
but is continuously reshaped by human interaction, migration, and cultural exchange.

Shree’s representation of border-crossing also challenges dominant discourses that portray borders solely
as spaces of conflict and division. In the novel, borders become spaces of dialogue, memory, and reconciliation.
Ma’s journey reveals the possibility of emotional and cultural continuity despite historical ruptures. Thus, the
novel reimagines borders as sites of transformation and self-discovery rather than exclusion.

Gender and Social Expectation

The novel critically examines how patriarchal structures shape female identity and restrict women’s
autonomy. As an elderly widow, Ma is expected to conform to traditional social norms that define her existence
through domesticity, silence, and dependence. Widowhood in conventional Indian society often reduces women
to socially invisible figures whose identities are confined within familial roles. At the beginning of the novel, Ma
appears trapped within these expectations, emotionally detached and physically withdrawn from the world around
her.

However, her gradual transformation becomes an act of resistance against patriarchal definitions of
womanhood. By choosing to travel, rediscover her past, and assert her desires, Ma rejects the passive identity
imposed upon her by society. Her journey signifies a reclaiming of agency and individuality that had long been
suppressed within the structures of marriage and family.

Cultural interactions with other characters further contribute to Ma’s evolving identity. Her daughter Beti
represents a modern and relatively independent woman negotiating contemporary social realities, while Rosie
Bua, the transgender character in the novel, introduces alternative understandings of gender and identity. Rosie
Bua’s presence challenges heteronormative and binary conceptions of identity, emphasizing the fluidity and
performative nature of gender roles.

Through these relationships, the novel broadens its exploration of identity beyond conventional
categories. Ma’s interactions with marginalized figures enable her to rethink her own existence outside patriarchal
limitations. Shree thereby critiques social systems that impose restrictive identities upon individuals while
simultaneously advocating for self-definition and liberation.

Intergenerational Cultural Interaction
Intergenerational relationships in Tomb of Sand reveal the tensions between tradition and modernity,
memory and progress, collective identity and individual autonomy. The relationship between Ma and her daughter
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Beti becomes particularly significant in understanding how identity evolves across generations. Beti represents an
urban, modern, and cosmopolitan perspective shaped by contemporary social values, whereas Ma’s experiences
remain deeply connected to historical memory and cultural displacement.

The gap between the two generations reflects differing understandings of identity and belonging. Beti
initially struggles to comprehend Ma’s transformation and her desire to revisit Pakistan. This generational
disconnect illustrates how historical trauma is experienced differently across time. While Ma seeks emotional
reconciliation with her past, Beti’s worldview is shaped more by present realities than inherited memories.

At the same time, Ma’s transformation profoundly influences Beti, forcing her to reconsider her own
assumptions about identity, freedom, and familial relationships. Through this interaction, the novel demonstrates
that identity is not static but continuously negotiated within changing cultural contexts. Intergenerational dialogue
becomes essential in understanding how histories of trauma, migration, and memory shape both individual and
collective identities.

The novel also critiques the limitations of modernity by suggesting that progress without historical
understanding can lead to emotional disconnection. By bringing past and present into conversation, Shree
emphasizes the importance of remembering cultural histories while adapting to contemporary realities.

Spiritual and Philosophical Dimensions

Beyond its socio-political concerns, Tomb of Sand explores deeper philosophical questions related to
existence, mortality, memory, and selfhood. Ma’s journey functions not only as a physical and emotional quest
but also as a spiritual process of renewal and self-realization. Her emergence from depression following her
husband’s death symbolizes a form of rebirth in which she begins to rediscover meaning and agency in life.

The novel frequently employs symbolic imagery related to nature, sand, birds, and movement to reflect
the transient and evolving nature of identity. Sand, in particular, symbolizes fluidity, impermanence, and
transformation. Just as sand constantly shifts shape, identity in the novel remains unstable and dynamic. The
spiritual dimension of the narrative suggests that identity is not solely determined by external structures such as
nation, religion, or family but also by internal processes of reflection and self-awareness.

Ma’s confrontation with memories of Partition becomes a necessary step in her search for inner peace
and self-understanding. Through this journey, the novel presents healing as a process of acknowledging
suppressed histories and embracing emotional vulnerability. The philosophical depth of the text thus expands its
exploration of identity beyond social categories into existential questions concerning life, loss, and human
interconnectedness.

II. Findings

Tomb of Sand emerges as a powerful literary exploration of identity, memory, and cultural negotiation
within the context of post-Partition India. The novel demonstrates that identity is neither fixed nor singular but
fluid, relational, and continuously reconstructed through historical experiences, social interactions, and personal
transformation. Ma’s journey to Pakistan symbolizes both a return to forgotten roots and a process of reclaiming
agency after years of social confinement and emotional silence.

The study reveals that the novel critiques rigid social structures related to gender, nationhood, and
cultural belonging. Through Ma’s transformation, Shree challenges patriarchal expectations imposed upon elderly
women and redefines womanhood as dynamic and self-determined. The inclusion of characters such as Rosie Bua
further expands the novel’s engagement with alternative and marginalized identities, emphasizing inclusivity and
cultural fluidity.

The novel also highlights the enduring impact of Partition on individual and collective consciousness.
Borders in the narrative function not merely as political divisions but as symbolic markers of trauma,
displacement, and fragmented identity. At the same time, the novel reimagines borders as spaces of dialogue and
reconciliation, emphasizing shared cultural histories beyond nationalist divisions.

Shree’s experimental narrative style, characterized by nonlinear storytelling, symbolism, and elements
of magical realism, reinforces the thematic complexity of the text. Images of walls, doors, windows, birds, and
sand symbolize both separation and movement, reflecting the shifting nature of identity and memory. Nature and
everyday objects acquire metaphorical significance, contributing to the novel’s philosophical and emotional depth.

Ultimately, Tomb of Sand presents Ma’s journey as an act of self-discovery that influences not only her
own identity but also the perceptions of those around her, particularly Beti. The narrative exposes the
contradictions within seemingly progressive social structures and demonstrates how personal liberation often
requires confronting historical trauma and social expectations. Through its exploration of identity, cultural
interaction, and memory, the novel contributes significantly to contemporary discussions on postcolonial identity,
gender, and representation in South Asian literature.
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IV.  Conclusion

Tomb of Sand is an intricate, thought-provoking novel that delves into themes of personal freedom,
history, identity, and the fluidity of borders. Geetanjali Shree’s portrayal of Ma’s journey, both literal and
figurative, is a powerful exploration of how personal and historical traumas intersect and how individuals,
particularly women, can reclaim their agency in a world shaped by rigid societal expectations.

Ma’s quest for identity is not just about revisiting her past but also about redefining her place within her
family and society. Her decision to embark on a journey rather than remain confined to the domestic sphere breaks
away from traditional expectations. Through this cultural interaction between generations, the novel raises
important questions about how identities evolve over time and are influenced by changing cultural landscapes.

The protagonist’s quest for identity as one that is deeply rooted in cultural interactions. Ma’s journey
reflects how identity is not static but continually reshaped by history, memory, gender roles, and cross-cultural
encounters. By crossing borders—both literal and metaphorical—Ma challenges traditional notions of identity,
embracing a more fluid and multifaceted sense of self that transcends cultural and societal limitations. The novel
ultimately suggests that identity is formed not in isolation but through ongoing cultural dialogue and interaction.

Scope

Exploration of Identity through Cultural Interaction:

The research explores how the protagonist’s identity is shaped through her interactions with diverse cultural,
historical, and gender forces. Ma’s journey is analyzed as a symbolic representation of identity in flux, addressing
how cross- cultural engagement influences selthood.

Focus on Gender and Social Roles:

The analysis emphasizes the gendered aspect of Ma’s quest for self-discovery, particularly how societal
expectations of widowhood and womanhood are challenged and redefined.

Impact of Historical Events:

The research investigates the significant role that the Partition of India plays in shaping Ma’s identity and
experiences, with particular attention to how historical trauma influences personal and cultural identity.
Intergenerational Conflict and Identity Formation:

The analysis covers the generational differences in cultural understanding between Ma and her daughter, reflecting
broader cultural shifts in India.

Philosophical and Spiritual Dimensions:

The research also touches upon deeper spiritual questions regarding life, death, and rebirth as part of Ma’s journey
toward self-realization.

Limitations

Limited Focus on Beti’s Perspective:

While Beti’s role is acknowledged, the research primarily focuses on Ma’s journey. Beti’s perspective and her
struggle with modern versus traditional values could be explored further to enrich the analysis.

Overemphasis on Ma’s Personal Journey:

The analysis prioritizes Ma’s individual transformation, with less focus on the broader social and political
implications of her journey. Exploring how her transformation affects others on a larger social scale might provide
a more comprehensive view.

Neglect of Certain Themes:

Although themes like religious intolerance, communal riots, and environmental concerns are mentioned, the
analysis does not explore these in depth. These elements could be examined further, particularly in relation to how
they shape the cultural and social fabric of the narrative.

Future Scope

Further Exploration of Cross-Cultural Themes:

Future research could expand on how Tomb of Sand engages with other cultural contexts outside of India and
Pakistan, examining global ideas of borders, identity, and migration.

Impact of Partition Trauma on Other Characters:

The research could be broadened to explore how other characters, especially secondary characters, experience
and process the trauma of the Partition and how this impacts their identities.
Deeper Examination of Social Issues:

The novel touches on a wide range of social issues like religious intolerance and environmental problems. Future
research could investigate these in more detail, analyzing how they interact with the primary narrative of identity
and self-discovery.

Feminist and Gender Studies Perspectives:
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The research could delve deeper into feminist readings of the novel, particularly in terms of Ma’s relationship
with Rosie Bua and how transgender identity is treated within the novel’s broader theme of gender fluidity and
social roles.

Comparative Studies:

Future research could compare Tomb of Sand with other works on the Partition or with other narratives that
explore identity and borders in similar ways, offering comparative insights into how different authors approach
these complex themes.
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